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The continent of Africa has been highly vulnerable to intra and inter- state wars and 
conflicts. This has encouraged the suggestion that Africa is the home of wars and 
variability. Most pitiful about these conflagrations is that they have defied any 
meaningful solution and their negative impacts have retarded growth and 
development in Africa while an end to them seems obscure. Conflict usually occurs 
primarily as a result of a clash of interests in the relationship between parties, groups 
or states, either because they pursuing opposing or incompatible goals. African 
conflict is caused by inequality, economic decline, state collapse and history. Conflicts 
can be categorized in various ways depending on the type of criteria one uses. For 
example, Boundary and territorial conflicts, Civil wars and internal conflicts having 
international repercussions, Succession conflicts in territories decolonized, Political 
and ideological conflicts, Others including those related to transhumance and 
irredentism. 
This paper attempts to define Africa, in conflicts context. It describes the types of 
conflicts in Africa and explains their causes. It will analyses the impact of conflicts and 
finally it will discuss about the regional Response to Conflicts to conclude with the 
global response to the conflicts in Africa. 
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1. Introduction 

Africa is the world's second-largest and second-most-populous continent. At about 30.3 million km² (11.7 

million square miles) including adjacent islands, it covers 6% of Earth's total surface area and 20.4% of its total land 

area (1) With 1.2 billion people as of 2016, it accounts for about 16% of the world's human population.  It contains 54 

fully recognized sovereign states (countries), nine territories and two de facto independent states with limited or no 

recognition. The continent of Africa is divided into 5 subregions: Northern Africa, Eastern Africa, Central Africa, 

Western Africa, and Southern Africa. 

 

During the last 150 years of Africa’s contemporary history, different types of conflicts have emerged 

during different periods because of varying political, economic and social conditions or environments. During the 

four decades between the 1960s and the 1990s, there have been about 80 violent changes of governments (2) the 

48 sub- Saharan African countries. During the same period many of these countries also experienced different 

types of civil strife, conflicts, and wars. At the beginning of the new millennium, there were 18 countries facing 

armed rebellion, 11 facing severe political crises (3), and 19 enjoying more or less various states of stable political 

condition. And some of the countries in the last two categories have only recently moved from the first category.  

 

2. Meaning and Typology of Conflict 

2.1 Definition of Conflict  

Writers often discuss conflict in Africa without any attempt at describing or defining the term. They often use 

terms such as civil war, violent conflict, civil strife, hostility, war, and political instability, interchangeably. 

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) Aide-Memoire equates conflict in Africa to civil war and describes 

four dimensions of a civil war, one of which is that “significant military action must take place with at least 1000 

battle related deaths per year (inclusive of civilians) […] recorded” (4). 

Similarly, Collier and Binswanger (1999) classify conflicts into (a) loot seekers and (b) justice-seekers, 

classification which is based more on value judgment rather than analytical criteria. Nevertheless, both Salim and 
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Binswanger use what they consider to be the objectives of the rebel groups as criterion for classifying conflicts. 

Others, classify conflicts on the bases of the actors involved in a conflict. Still others are concerned only with conflicts 

in which the state is a party to the conflict (5). In general, most writers tend to think of conflicts in Africa as being 

political conflicts such as wars between states, armed rebellion against states (ranging from small-scale low intensity 

conflicts to large-scale civil war), armed secessionist rebellion (also of various scales), and coup d’etat. Indeed, most 

African conflicts which are reported and which draw international attention, are those which fit the above description. 

The term conflict in this paper means a violent and armed confrontation and struggle between groups, between 

the state and one or more groups, and between two or more states. In such confrontation and struggle some of 

those involved are injured and killed. Such a conflict can last anything from six months to over twenty years. Given 

this broad working definition, we can proceed to discuss the different types of conflicts that are and have taken place 

in Africa (6).  

 

3. Types of Conflicts in Africa 

Conflicts can be categorized in various ways depending on the type of criteria one uses. For example 

(7) classifies conflicts in Africa as follows: Boundary and territorial conflicts, Civil wars and internal conflicts having 

international repercussions, Succession conflicts in territories decolonized, Political and ideological conflicts, Others 

including those related to transhumance and irredentism. 

There are other political conflicts mainly rebellions and civil wars which are well known. And the state’s 

normal reactions to these “other” conflicts are simply to send the police, paramilitary and the army to quell the 

conflicts.  

Different conflicts emerge under different political, social and economic conditions. Similarly, their causes 

may be different. And unless these issues are properly understood by the states, it will be difficult to manage 

and resolve these conflicts in the short term, let alone tackle their long-term root causes. Lack of comprehension of 

their conflicts by African states has led to the present situation where there are no strategies, policies or 

mechanism for dealing with on-going conflicts in their countries. Still less are there any strategies for tackling the 

long-term causes and conditions of conflicts.  

The two broad categories of African conflicts are inter-state conflicts and internal conflicts 

3.1 Inter-State Conflicts 

These arose as a result of the colonial boundaries and although the OAU Charter declared the borders 

inviolable, nevertheless, almost all the inter- state conflicts were caused by claims over borders. Some important 

features of African borders which were the bases for claims to change them, and claims which led to border 

conflicts, are: Many borders were imprecise; Some borders were straddled by a large ethnic group considered 

strategic by one side of the border; Some borders passed through strategic terrain desired by countries on both 

sides of the border; Some borders passed by areas rich with mineral resources all of which fell on one side of 

the border, thus excluding the other country. 

3.2 Internal Conflicts 

As indicated earlier, there are several types of internal conflicts and these are presently the majority of 

conflicts in Africa, especially since the end of the post- cold-war period. These conflicts can be divided into two 

broad categories: Those conflicts in which the state is a party to the conflict; these are therefore politically driven 

or instigated conflicts, and Conflicts between groups within the country and which the state is not a party to. 

What follows is a brief description of conflicts in each of these two broad categories. 

3.3 A Rebellion to Overthrow a Government 

Rebellions, by groups outside the military establishment of a country and which aim to overthrow a 

government, are the most common type of political conflict in most African countries. These rebellions are 

generally initiated by urban elites who are dissatisfied with the way the government had treated them and their 

region or ethnic group. They mobilize a section of their regional or ethnic supporters, acquire arms clandestinely 

and often supported by a neighboring country and sometimes by an outside power as well. Initial grievances of the 

leadership of such a rebel group would vary from being blocked from achieving political power, under 

representation of their region/ethnic group in the government and administration, their region 

Deliberately neglected from access to development funds, to blockage of their ethnic groups from the 

private sector, and allocation of their land to other ethnic groups (of the ruling ethnic group), etc.  
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Finally, it is useful to point out that very few rebel movements have succeeded in overthrowing their governments. 

Many have been suppressed by military force within a short time; others have negotiated their way to power 

sharing; yet others have lasted for a long time reaching a virtual stalemate, such as the SPLA and UNITA.  

3.4 Secessionist Rebellion 

While the rebellions which want to overthrow the government are driven by the possibility of gaining 

political power and the prospect of economic gains, the rebellions seeking secession are often driven by their 

perceived political, economic and cultural oppression. Such rebellions often go through a similar development 

process, but are usually defeated by military force. Both the African governments and the international community 

are generally not sympathetic to secessionist rebellions. Hence, very few secessionist movements have 

succeeded compared to those rebellions which aim at overthrowing their governments. (8).   

The most spectacular secessionist war was that of Biafra in Nigeria that ended in catastrophic failure. 

The Eritrean war, on the other hand, succeeded for different reasons. Another example was Guinea Bissau, 

which separated peacefully from the Cape Verde. Despite the limited success of these secessionist rebellions, 

they have nevertheless caused considerable damage and destruction. 

3.5 Coup d’Etat 

Violent and undemocratic change of government by the military is one of the most common methods of 

achieving power. As mentioned earlier, there have been roughly 80 such violent changes of government in Sub-

Saharan Africa during the last four decades.  

3.6 Cold-War Sustained Conflicts 

During the 1970s and 1980s, the vicious competition between the super- powers in Africa was an 

important factor, if not in starting conflicts, certainly in sustaining them. The Americans and the Russians in 

particular, and less so openly the British and the French, competed for (a) “the hearts and minds” of the African 

elites and their followers; (b) political and diplomatic allies; (c) strategic allies; and (d) mineral resources. 

 The rivalry and competition took various forms: supporting governments, overthrowing governments, 

supporting/opposing political parties, covert activities in support of or in opposition to governments, and 

supporting, if not initiating rebel movements. In the Congo of 1964, the Americans intervened to remove Lumumba 

and install Mobutu, an intervention which has set in motion serious and unforeseen consequences which are 

unfolding to this day. In Somalia, it led to the collapse of the state. In Angola, it has led to the long and tragic 

civil war. Similarly, in Mozambique (through the proxy of apartheid South Africa), it has led to another vicious civil 

war which has fortunately been temporarily resolved.  

3.7 Many-Sided Conflicts to Seize State Power 

In countries where certain specific conditions prevail, several rebellions emerge independently, each of 

which is trying to capture the capital and take over power. In the process, each of these rebellions form 

temporary alliances which do not last more than a few months, and at the same time fight other groups in 

different fronts. Needless to say, each of the rebel movements is supported by a different neighboring (or 

distant) country – financial support, supplies of arms, diplomatic support, giving refuge to the various levels of the 

leadership, etc. Furthermore, each patron of a rebel group has its own interest, mainly in terms of its potential 

influence in the future government if its group succeeds in getting to power. (8). The classic examples of this type of 

situation are Sierra Leone and Liberia. Congo Brazzaville and DRC are more complex examples of the same 

type of situations. (8).  

3.8 Rural Conflicts over Resources 

Earlier, we have described briefly this type of conflict, which is possibly the most widespread. Yet little is 

known or is reported on these rural conflicts. These are conflicts over grazing land, over cattle, over water points 

and over cultivable land. These conflicts go back a long way, in some cases to the pre-colonial period. However, 

major changes have been introduced in the countries’ economies such as changes over land laws which often 

contradict customary laws, confiscation of large tracts of land for ranching and large-scale farming, and increase in 

population.  

3.9 Urban Violence and Conflict 

Urban violence is now becoming more common than in the past, as Africa’s rate of urbanization is the 

highest in the world. Population is increasing dramatically in urban centers, while the economies of most 

African countries have been deteriorating thus raising urban unemployment to a very high level. The youth 

(under 18 years) make up more than half the population of African countries. The governments are no longer 

spending any money on the social sector – education, hospitals, housing and other urban social services – which 
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have deteriorated dramatically during the last 15 years. These conditions in themselves, are sufficient to 

provoke and sustain major and continuous violence in urban areas throughout Africa. (9) 

And these conflicts are not only one-time affairs but take place frequently and over a longer period of time. 

Cities whose conflicts are well reported are Nairobi, Harare, Lagos, Khartoum, etc. 

4. The Causes Of Conflict  

An effective response to African conflict requires agreement on and understanding of its causes. Past 

responses to conflict have often failed to understand the context within which conflict has operated or to address 

causes. It is possible to distinguish between the root causes of conflict, the secondary causes that enable and 

sustain conflict and the tertiary causes or the drivers that hinder resolution (10). 

4.1 Root Causes 

4.1.1 Inequality 

Inequality between groups is probably the foremost cause of conflict in Africa. It is inequality between groups 

rather than individuals that increases the prospects of violent conflict. It exists on three mutually reinforcing levels: 

economic, social and political. In countries such as Liberia, Sierra Leone and Rwanda, political power and its benefits 

were monopolized by one group. Unequal access to power perpetuated a similar lack of access to resources and 

revenue (10). 

4.1.2 State collapse 

The collapse of state institutions has caused internal and regional conflict. Collapse is rarely sudden, but 

arises out of a long degenerative process that is characterized by predatory government operating through coercion, 

corruption and personality politics to secure political power and control of resources. The state finds itself unable any 

longer to provide basic services or security to its people and loses its legitimacy. The collapse of infrastructure 

completes the breakup of the state. The combination of breakdown of institutions and physical infrastructure coupled 

with the use of ethnic violence creates the conditions in which violence becomes self-sustaining and factional warfare 

develops, as has happened in Liberia and Sierra Leone (10). 

4.1.3 Economic decline and economic shock 

Continuous economic decline plays a major part in state collapse and conflict. Economic shock is a more 
direct and potent cause. This can take various forms ranging from natural catastrophe to sudden large shifts in terms 
of trade. The Ethiopian famine of 1974 was the main factor in the overthrow of Haile Selassie’s government and the 
violence that ensued. Famine can cause mass displacement increasing pressure on scarce resources. Other 
economic shocks have similar effects. The sudden shift in the terms of trade in Nigeria in 1992/3 halved Nigeria’s 
income, introduced hyperinflation and led to violence and the overthrow of the government (10). 

4.1.4 History 

Many conflicts occur where there is a tradition of resolving problems by violent means. Political violence is 

entrenched and the instruments of the state such as the army, the police and the judiciary sustain the process. Other 

historical processes may provoke violence. History in places such as the DRC, Rwanda and Burundi created a state 

model based on the artificial creation and abuse of ethnicity to maintain power (11). 

4.1.5 Natural resource wealth 

Africa accommodates two types of resource-based conflict: wars of resource scarcity and wars of abundance 

(13) The most common conflicts of scarcity relate to the control of grazing and water rights for nomadic people. 

Countries whose economies are dependent on natural resources such as oil and minerals, face a very high risk of 

conflict. In these wars of abundance, groups compete for control of these resources, which become the “prize” for 

controlling the state and can lead to coups, as in Sierra Leone and the DRC (10). 

4.2 SECONDARY CAUSES 

4.2.1 Unemployment, lack of education and population pressure 

Countries with high levels of unemployment among young men and where male educational levels are low 

face a far higher risk of conflict. Throughout Africa, factional conflict has drawn on a pool of marginalized or socially 

excluded young men. Increasing insecurity of land tenure in Rwanda and the high levels of rural unemployment 

provided a ready group of participants in the genocide there. The conflict in Liberia was fought by socially 

marginalized young men (10). 
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4.2.2 The abuse of ethnicity 

Political leaders and belligerents in Africa have made increasing use of ethnic hatred. Such abuse prolongs 

conflict, creates long term divisions that reduce the effectiveness of peacebuilding efforts. The war in the DRC 

provides a ready example of the abuse of ethnicity. In Rwanda, the history of genocide serves a good example of the 

abuse of ethnicity (10). 

4.2.3 Availability of arms 

The ready availability of small arms in Africa is a major factor in sustaining and fueling conflict. Considerable 

supplies of small arms are in circulation from previous wars. For example, between 1972 and 1990, Ethiopia and 

Somalia imported $8 billion worth of small arms and light weapons. In 1992, the Angolan government distributed an 

estimated 700,000 rifles to the population for their defense against UNITA. The increasing capacity within Africa to 

manufacture ammunition has removed yet another constraint on the use of small arms. The ready availability and 

relatively low cost of small arms has been coupled with the emergence of a network of both local and international 

dealers who trade arms for minerals or other resources. This has been a major factor in prolonging African conflicts, 

which have become self-sustaining conflicts and consequently less amenable to external mediation or intervention 

(10). 

4.3 TERTIARY CAUSES 

4.3.1 Regional and interlocking conflicts 

A large swathe of Africa from Sudan to Angola, passing through the Great Lakes and the DRC, is caught up in 

a series of multiple and interlocking conflicts. The duration of conflict therefore increases with the complexity of 

regional intervention, and the interrelationship of one conflict with another (10). 

4.3.2 The conflict cycle 

Parts of Africa have settled into a conflict cycle in which states or factions move from low-level crisis or open 

war into long-term and protracted conflict and then back to low level crisis. Often the greatest risks occur when a 

fragile peace is not properly consolidated. In some cases, states or factions have entered into a framework that 

provides for “consensual” conflict, where belligerents have more to gain from sustaining low-level conflict than from 

its resolution (10). 

4.3.3 Lack of guarantors 

Internal conflicts are mostly resolved when the parties involved have arrived at a stalemate, frequently a 

political and military balance. When either party to a conflict feels that it has a perceived advantage or disadvantage, 

it continues to fight, spurred on by the prospect of victory or a desire to negotiate from a more advantageous position 

(10). A “hurting stalemate” where all belligerents have lost, provides opportunity for resolution of conflict. In many 

cases, the opportunities for resolution are lost because of the lack of credible external guarantors to the peace 

process (12). 

4.3.4 Inadequate and inappropriate mediation 

External mediation is frequently offered in times of conflict, yet the past decade has seen few obvious 

successes. While the option for peaceful resolution of conflict must always be available, poor mediation processes 

can make the situation worse and prolong conflict by giving combatants time to rearm and reorganize as has 

happened in the DRC and Angola. Greater emphasis on securing and maintaining a cessation of hostilities as the 

first priority is critical (10). 

4.3.5 Misplaced humanitarian assistance 

There are increasing dangers that much needed humanitarian assistance can cause wars to be intensified or 

prolonged. Where wars are fought through factional or proxy forces there is little recognition or respect for 

international humanitarian standards. Such forces seek to control humanitarian assistance as a means of conferring 

greater political legitimacy on themselves and control over the population. Relief supplies may also provide the focus 

for increasing tension and fighting between groups that receive supplies and their neighbors, as was the case in 

South Sudan (10). 

 

5. The Impact of Conflict 

During the last two decades, sub-Saharan Africa has been the most conflict-affected region in the world. Ten 

of the 24 most war-affected countries between 1980 and 1994 were African, and four of these (Liberia, Angola, 

Mozambique and Somalia) were ranked within the five most severely affected countries in the world. Conflict has 

been responsible for more death and displacement than famine or flood. The scale and nature of warfare have 

directly affected the lives of many millions of Africans. The main elements of this tragedy are the millions of uprooted 
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people who have lost their homes and livelihood, the increasing numbers of direct civilian casualties and increased 

levels of violence, abuse and mutilation suffered by non- combatants. 

Africa has the highest level of internal displacement in the world and some of the largest refugee flows, the 

majority from countries in conflict. In 2000, almost eleven million people in Africa were internally displaced [ (14)] 

Sudan, Angola, the DRC and Congo Brazzaville account for the majority of this increase. In 1999, thirteen African 

countries each had 100,000 or more displaced persons, compared to eight such countries at the start of the decade. 

Internally displaced persons now outnumber refugees by a ratio of three to one. Taking refugees and internally 

displaced people together, 14 million people in Africa are uprooted. 

War in Africa causes increasing suffering for civilians. They suffer death and injuries and the indirect 

consequences of famine and epidemic disease that have followed in the wake of war. Since 1960 over eight million 

people have died either directly or indirectly as a result of war in Africa, of whom five and a half million were civilians. 

The Global Burden   of   Disease Study (15) established that in 1990, 6% of all deaths in the world were caused by 

physical violence. In sub Saharan Africa the figure was 13% with one in six males dying from violent causes. Almost 

1 in 20 of all deaths in Africa are clearly attributable to war. Epidemiological projections suggest that by 2020, injuries 

caused by war will have become the eighth most important factor (after tuberculosis) incurring a disease burden on 

society. In Africa, the number of civilian casualties has continued to increase year by year, unlike in other parts of the 

world as is demonstrated in this graph. Recent events suggest that this trend is continuing. 

The most disturbing aspect of conflict in Africa is the increasing use of extreme violence, especially over the 

last ten years.Violence is now deliberately targeted at civilians rather than armed groups, and at entire groups rather 

than individuals.[ (16).] In the conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Mozambique, Northern Uganda, Sudan and 

Angola, violence has taken appalling forms. Mutilation, torture of women and children, violent rituals and the forcible 

involvement of relatives, children and spouses in killing and rape are used as a means of waging war primarily by 

militia groups and by some state proxies. In some instances, such violence is part of ritual that binds militia  groups 

together .  

Children have become one of the main targets of violence and in turn are being used to perpetuate it. 

Children are deliberately indoctrinated into a culture of violence and used as a specific instrument of war. Militia 

groups and irregular armed forces such as the Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda, the Interahamwe in Rwanda / 

DRC, the RUF in Sierra Leone, UNITA The intention is to create a fighting force that is separate, reckless towards 

others and has a tactical advantage over adult conventional forces. There are now approximately 350,000 child 

soldiers worldwide, of whom some 200,000 are in Africa. 

6. Africa Responses to Conflict 

Conflict prevention will not be effective unless it is based on Africa’s own experience and capacity to respond 

to crisis. Africa provides examples of some of the world’s longest lasting conflicts. It also provides examples of 

enduring recoveries from conflict. A key element in Africa’s success stories is a commitment to inclusive government 

and institutions as a means of managing ethnic or regional inequalities (16). 

Africa has to restore the legitimacy of the state. Mozambique’s successful emergence from conflict has been 

in no small part due to its success in delegitimizing the state in the eyes of its population. This was done through a 

strong commitment to re-establishing and delivering basic services, thereby demonstrating the value of national 

government. The restoration of education and health care were the two essential services. In both cases, effective 

service delivery is dependent on a system that requires the state to manage and co-ordinate resources and take 

responsibility for their sustained delivery. Currently in Somalia there is increasing local pressure to move back to 

statehood. This is driven by the recognition that basic services cannot be sustained or managed at local level (16). 

Dealing with the climate of impunity and the need for reconciliation is another key to cope with conflicts in 

Africa. The increasingly violent nature of factional conflict and the deliberate use of ethnicity to promote conflict 

create deep divisions in society. The reintegration of combatants into society has become more difficult over the last 

decade because of the violence they have inflicted on the community. South Africa has paved the way in addressing 

the issues of post conflict reconciliation. Other countries in Africa have recognized  that reconciliation must be 

tempered with a clear commitment to ending the climate of impunity for the unacceptable use of violence. Effective 

conflict resolution in Africa depends on processes of reconciliation and justice, which should operate at both national 

and local level to reintegrate people into their communities (16). 

Countries in Africa should take economic diversification and growth as one of the key response to conflicts. 

Botswana is one of the few countries in Africa to have managed its mineral wealth in a manner that does not fuel 
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instability. In part this has been achieved by clear and well-defined state control over diamond income and the 

exploitation of resources. This has been coupled with a commitment to diversify the economy. There are lessons for 

other countries such as Sierra Leone and Angola in how to better manage mineral resources and develop strategies 

for economic diversification and reinvestment in services, two key elements in conflict prevention (16). 

Many African countries see economic integration  and the development of robust regional structures as a 

means of encouraging mutual security and responding to some of the economic pressures that fuel conflict, for 

example by facilitating the free movement of labour. Regional economic integration and mutual security is an 

important tool to prevent conflicts(16). 

6.1 Regional Responses 

6.1.2 Internal Responses 

The OAU since its foundation, the OAU has been concerned with threats to development caused by internal 
and cross border conflicts. It sees its role as working within the UN framework to take primary responsibility for 
identifying the causes of conflict and providing early warning of conflict in Africa. It also has responsibility for 
mobilising support and assistance for post conflict reconstruction. In 1993 the OAU established a Mechanism for 
Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution whose operational activities are supported by an OAU Peace 
Fund.The OAU has further strengthened its early warning capacity by establishing a Conflict Management Centre. 
Political and bureaucratic difficulties have meant that the OAU mechanisms for conflict management have remained 
relatively weak and under-resourced. (17) 

6.2 International Responses 

6.2.1The United Nations 

An effective and credible United Nations is critical to addressing conflict in Africa. A series of failed 

peacekeeping operations over the past decade has seriously damaged UN credibility in the continent. This has 

contributed to a developing climate of impunity, reluctance by the international community to take part in 

peacekeeping operations and a poor response to peacebuilding activities. Kofi Annan recognised the need for action 

in his special report  to the Security Council in 1998 (17). which outlined a framework of action whose main elements 

were: more effective peace making through a more unified approach to mediation and the development of more 

effective sanctions and arms controls, enhanced peace-keeping capacity and responsiveness, improved co-

ordination and standards of humanitarian action and timely and high quality post conflict peace-building. 

6.3 The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 

The Bank and IMF are critical actors in post conflict reconstruction and the Bank has recently established a 

post conflict reconstruction fund that enables it to respond more rapidly to the immediate needs for support once 

peace has been established. The Bank and the IMF have concluded that the key issues for post conflict financing 

are: timeliness and speed of engagement; the amount of financial resources available for post conflict reconstruction 

work; the level of concessionality attached to resources; and how resources are delivered. The involvement of the 

Bank and the IMF is critical to post conflict reconstruction. They can help to release other funding and maintain donor 

and investor confidence. 

7. Conflict Prevention 

On conflict prevention, the United Nations maintained a determined and cohesive international engagement 

with the African Union, SADC, donors and local stakeholders like the Independent National Electoral Commission. 

The African Union Commission also organised a retreat in South Africa in April 2014 on the same theme, with the 

participation of senior officials of the United Nations, to establish a precise agenda and work plan for achieving the 

goal in line with Agenda 2063. the plan is to silence the guns and end all wars by 2020, as  a  required precursor for 

attaining a conflict-free Africa, which is a longer-term goal  

 

8. Conclusion 

In responses to conflict in Africa some measures have been put in place. A key element in Africa’s success 

stories is a commitment to inclusive government and institutions as a means of managing ethnic or regional 

inequalities. Africa has to restore the legitimacy of the state and Deal with the climate of impunity and the need for 

reconciliation is another key to cope with conflicts in Africa.  

Effective conflict resolution in Africa depends on processes of reconciliation and justice, which should 

operate at both national and local level to reintegrate people into their communities. Countries in Africa should take 

economic diversification and growth as one of the key response to conflicts. Finally, Regional economic integration 

and mutual security is an important tool to prevent conflicts. 
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Both internal and external efforts are put together to prevent wars and conflicts, and ensure a conflict-free Africa. An 

effective and credible United Nations, along with other bilateral organizations such as The World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund, etc., is critical to addressing conflict in Africa.  

On conflict prevention, the United Nations maintained a determined and cohesive international engagement 

with the African Union, SADC, donors and local stakeholders like the Independent National Electoral Commission. 

The African Union Commission also organized a retreat in South Africa in April 2014 on the same theme, with the 

participation of senior officials of the United Nations, to establish a precise agenda and work plan for achieving the 

goal in line with Agenda 2063. the plan is to silence the guns and end all wars by 2020, as a required precursor for 

attaining a conflict-free Africa, which is a longer-term goal  
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