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It’s more than 70 years since the first shots were fired in the still unresolved 
conflict over the status of Kashmir. The dispute is a legacy of the partition that 
accompanied Britain’s withdrawal from India in 1947. Both India and Pakistan 
claim the region, and both are now equipped with nuclear arsenals. Since 
1947, they have fought four wars – the most recent being the Kargil conflict in 
1999 – of which three have been fought principally in or about Kashmir.  

For India Kashmir is very important from the point of view of its keeping its 
border threat free from intrusion by the terrorist groups operating in Pakistan. 
So it is a strategically important area from the point of view of internal security 
of the nation and for maintaining our military dominance over Pakistan. For 
Pakistan, Kashmir is the trump card for all the major power centers of the 
country, the politicians, the military and ISI to justify their dominance and their 
presence in the national scene. In the international forums, it is the only one 
issue on which it can make its presence felt by making hue and cry and 
shedding crocodile tears for the people. These are some issues which are 
highlighted in this paper. 
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1. Introduction 

Historical documents state that the region of present-day Kashmir was formerly a lake, thus its name is 

derived from several translations that deal with water. Kaashmir, a term used in the religious text Nilamata Purana, 

means for example "a land desiccated from water." 

Kashmir's old capital, Shrinagari, was first founded by the Buddhist emperor Ashoka and the region served 

as a center of Buddhism. In the 9th century, Hinduism was introduced to the area and both religions thrived. 

In the 14th century, the Mongol ruler, Dulucha invaded the Kashmir region. This ended the Hindu and 

Buddhist rule of the area and in 1339, Shah Mir Swati became the first Muslim ruler of Kashmir. Throughout the rest 

of the 14th century and into subsequent times, Muslim dynasties and empires successfully controlled the Kashmir 

region. By the 19th century, though, Kashmir was passed to the Sikh armies that were conquering the area. 

 

The local Muslim Sultan ruled Kashmir for hardly 246 years. The political isolation of Kashmir form the main 

Indian heartland was broken by the Mughal emperor Akbar in 1585 AD. All the political changes in Kashmir since 

then up to date have also been influenced and shaped by events that took place outside Kashmir.  

In modern times Jammu and Kashmir assumed strategic significance only after rise of Sikh empire in the 

Punjab in early nineteenth century. The shrewd and far-sighted Maharaja Ranjit Singh was quick to realise the 

strategic importance of this region which made it imperative for him to create a vassal Dogra ruler as buffer between 

his empire and the Muslim states on the northwest of India. After the fall of Sikh empire in the Punjab, the British 

rulers too continued the policy of Sikhs in respect of this region. Accordingly the Britishers did not annex the 

mountainous region lying in between river Ravi and Indus to their empire but allowed it remain with the Dogra rulers 

under their suzerainty.  

https://www.thoughtco.com/buddhism-4133165
https://www.thoughtco.com/hinduism-4133173
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With the extension of Czarist Russian empire into Central Asia, during nineteenth century, Jammu and Kashmir 

assumed more strategic significance for the British government of India in the context of an European power 

reaching north-western borders of t heir empire in India. The Russian Czarist empire's penetration into Central Asia, 

apart from its expansion was looked at by the Britishers as an effort on the part of Russia to have access to the 

'warm-waters' of the Persian Gulf and Arabian sea. It was t o keep close watch over the developments in Central 

Asian Russian empire and to protect their sphere of influence in that area, the British government of India took on 

lease Gilgit in March 1935 for sixty years which was however, terminated on August 1,19 47 and Gilgit was again 

restored to Maharaja's government.  

The geo-political changes of far reaching consequence took place in and around Jammu and Kashmir in and 

after 1947. Large areas of the state were forcibly and illegally occupied by Pakistan. In the neighbourhood, the 

communists took over Control of China. Soon thereafter, the Indian government as a goodwill gesture towards China 

withdrew their armed garrison from Lassa and further recognized Tibet as an autonomous region of China. 

 

Kashmir, situated in a very important geo-strategic area of Asia, is a source of rivalry and conflict between 

Pakistan and India ever since 1947. Soviet Union and Great Britain were also rivals in 19 th century for the occupation 

of strategically important area of Kashmir. Kashmir remained as a buffer zone between Russia and British India. Till 

the transfer of power in India, Kashmir was a central point in the strategic policy of Great Britain, “everything that 

happened in the state of Jammu and Kashmir between 1846 to 1947 was in some way, a product of this strategic 

policy”.  

 

After independence, the area of Gilgit has fallen to Pakistan, and some of the area of Ladakh is under the 

control of China. The valley of Kashmir is with India. The geo-strategic importance of Kashmir remained as significant 

between Pakistan and India after independence. 

 

1) Today's Geography of Kashmir  

Today, Kashmir is divided among Pakistan, India and China. Pakistan controls the northwestern part, while 

India controls the central and southern portions and China controls its northeastern areas. India controls the largest 

portion of land at 39,127 square miles (101,338 sq km) while Pakistan controls an area of 33,145 square miles 

(85,846 sq km) and China 14,500 square miles (37,555 sq km). 

The Kashmir region has a total area of about 86,772 square miles (224,739 sq km) and much of it is 

undeveloped and dominated by large mountain ranges such as the Himalayan and Karakoram ranges. The Vale of 

Kashmir is located between mountain ranges and there are also several large rivers in the region. The most 

populated areas are Jammu and Azad Kashmir. The main cities in Kashmir are Mirpur, Dadayal, Kotli, Bhimber 

Jammu, Muzaffrarabad and Rawalakot. 

2. Kashmir to India and Pakistan 

The only importance that the Kashmir valley has, is that the river Jhelum flows to Pakistan, and its waters are 

used by Pakistan. But here also, India is helpless, since it cannot consume the water of this river in the Kashmir 

valley, as there is not that much area under agriculture, nor any big water consuming industry. Nor can any such 

industry or agriculture be established here, due to the terrain as well as the attitude of the people. So, the water has 

to flow to Pakistan, and at the most, and in case of a long held hostility. India can just stop the water for a few days, if 

it erects some dams to pound the waters. But still the water will have to let go in the end, as it cannot be kept there 

indefinitely. Even the Indus water treaty does not allow it. 

The only strategic importance is for Pakistan. It controls almost whole of the population of the valley, and can 

instigate them against India at any moment; this costs India much in monetary as well as in logistics and military 

terms. Pakistan is fighting a war, an undeclared one, in Kashmir valley. It is doing so, with minimum expenditure and 

maximum damage to India. The valley of Kashmir is like fetters, it ties down India. It makes the Indian taxpayer 

spend a huge sum of their hard earned money in this place, which does not seem loyal to India, and hence a huge 

drain to the resources of the country. 

But the real breakthrough between India and Pakistan over Kashmir was narrowed down by the differences 

of the two countries over certain aspects of above provisions. Like India blamed Pakistan of not giving self-rule to the 

Kashmir under Pakistan’s control while claiming that she has granted a considerable autonomy to the Kashmir under 

its control. Another difference is that India stands for giving representation to Kashmir only in consultative mechanism 

while Pakistan opposed and took the stand that representation should be given to Pakistan and India also in 
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consultative mechanism. Third disagreement between the two is on the matter of demilitarization of Kashmir, 

Pakistan wanted significant reduction of troops while India doesn’t want complete demilitarization of Kashmir.32 So 

due to these differences, no significant progress can be made in the solution of Kashmir problem. Further the solution 

of Kashmir problem halted due to the termination of negotiations by India in the backdrop 2008 terrorists attack in 

Mumbai in November and as usual blamed Pakistan for it. 

 

But all the three parties to the conflict i.e. India, Pakistan and Kashmiris are not agreeing to these solutions 

due to one reason or another.46 India, at international level, most effectively uses its diplomacy and very tactfully 

uses the relations with US for its own interests. So India is very successful in getting support of the international 

community on its stand on Kashmir.47 If the problem couldn’t be resolved there can be no peace in the region and 

not any type of regional organization can grow like SAARC etc and regional development and economic integration 

will be utterly difficult. 

3. It's strategically important for India - 

1. Territorial route to Afghanistan and hence central Asia. 
2. Opposing -CPEC and any colluding of Pakistan and China against Delhi. 
3. Secular credentials and protecting claims of Kashmiri Pandits and Sikhs of valley ( though India has badly failed 

in protecting them ). 
4. And threat of continued infiltration of Jihadis even if Kashmir were to be given to Pakistan. 

4. Pakistan - 

1. Territorial closeness to China the ally, 
2. Territorial closeness to the Indian capital of Delhi - the enemy. 
3. latest -CPEC which would provide China direct access as the route passes through the Gilgit Baltistan region of  
    Pakistan occupied Kashmir to middle east via Gwadar and Karachi ports. 

5. Common grounds- 

1. Glaciers and hence river control for not only harnessing electricity for both energy hungry countries but 
2. also the potentially attacking the fellow enemy state by inducing inundation. 
3. High grounds to monitor and attack in any direction. 

6. Conclusion 

Kashmir is geo-strategically located and serves as main source of water and power generation for both 

Pakistan and India. The control of the region creates a zero sum game in which the control of the rivers and glacial 

water could pose an existential threat to the other. 
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